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opposed both to artificial arrangements and the highest
morality, but even to our natural instincts. But there
is no sense in charging it with evils which we see exist-
ing everywhere. It is more revolting than the prostitu-
tion, or unlegalised polyandry, of the West; but its
lesson will be lost if it be viewed otherwise than in the
cold white light of reason.

It is almost impossible for us to conceive of such a
system being in operation, and of its allowing room for
affection between relatives ; and so it may be well to
note that it exists. This could only happen among a
race of a peculiarly placid, unpassionate temperament
as the Turanians unquestionably are, except in their
fits of demoniacal cruelty. They have no hot blood, in
our sense of the phrase, and all interests are subordinate
to those of the family. This supreme family feeling
prevents any difficulty arising in connection with the
children, who are regarded as scions of the house rather
than of any particular member of it. It has been said
that, where there is more than one husband, the pater-
nity of the child is unknown ; but that is doubtful,
though all the husbands are held responsible, and there
is no noticeable difference in the relationship of a child
to his different fathers. All this would be impossible
in a race with strong passions, or where the element
of individuality is strongly developed; but it is ex-
actly in these respects that the Turanians are most
deficient.

Of course there is a large number of surplus women
tinder this polyandric system, and they are provided for
in the Lama nunneries, where they learn to read and
copy the Tibetan scriptures, and to engage in rfcligious
services. The nunneries have usually a certain amount
of land% attached to them, which is,, cultivated by the
occupants, who also hire out their services in the harvest
season. I have even had my baggage carried by Lama